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April 12,2010

Charlie Hoppin, Chair and Bonrd Members
State Water Resources Control Board
l00l I Street
$acrarnento, CA 95814
qpI{r|nlentl etter"s@.waterboards.ca. sov

Re; $tate Policy Governing Ube of Coastal nnd Estuarine Wateff for flnce-Through
Cooltrrg

Dear Chair Hoppin and Board Members:

We Ere writing to expres$ our csncerr with the State Water Board's Draft "Watef Quality
Control Poliey on the Use of Coastal and Ertuarine lil/aters for Fower Plant Coolingt', rel*ased
on March 22,2A1A. Once-th:ough cooling (OTC) Eystems are in use at 19 coastal and bay-ride
powEr plantr in Califsmia with profound impacts t+ California's marine nnd estuarine
ecosystems. We respectfully submit that the cu:rent version of the OTC Policy fails to
meaningfully address the significant impacts essociated with the use of OTC, as is required by
Section 316(b) of the federfll Clean Wete.r Act.

The State Watry Resources Control Board estimates that OTC kills 79 billion fish and other
aquatir: Iife a::rrually, including threatened and endangered species such as Chinosk salmon, The
Water Board ha-s ako fsund that OTC in use at 12 Southem Califomia plants kill up to 30% of
the number of fish recreatronally caught in the $outhern Califomia Fight each year. This
orrgoing take of speeies from our ocean, bays and the Deltfl caRnot continue.

Continued use of OTC alsc undermines f.alifomia's progress toward reducing greenhouse gas

emissi*ns hy propping up inefficient energy generation. As the Board has noted, newer
generators "opsrate more efficiently arrd cost effectively compared to the older steam OTC
units." A policy that phases out the impacts of onoe-through cooling consistent with the Clean
Water Act would promote gresner! more efficient energy production by enc*waging the
modernization of coastal plants, a stated goal af California's Energy A*tion Plan and AB 1576
(Nufiez). Phating out once-through cooling als,rr suppotts California's progress toward r*ducing
greenhouse gs$e$ ss Fer hB 32 ${ufrez), the California Global Warming $olutions Act.

California is long overdue for a statewidc policy on OTC that protects our marine, the Delta and
coastai ecosy$tems, and that is aligned with sur energy and climate change policies. Numetous
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